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Transportation and 
Infrastructure

Transportation Vision
5JSYNHYTSѣX�HTRUFHY�FSI�JKܪHNJSY�KTTYUWNSY�RFPJX�NY�JFX^�YT�
get around, especially  if you drive or live in a neighbourhood 
close to where you work, shop or play. This plan prioritizes 
planning for and investment in active modes of transportation 
QNPJ�\FQPNSL�FSI�H^HQNSL��FSI�YWFSXNY��\MNHM�TKKJW�XNLSNܪHFSY�
XTHNFQ��JS[NWTSRJSYFQ��JHTSTRNH�FSI�MJFQYM�GJSJܪYX��9MJ�LTFQ�
is to provide for ease of mobility regardless of how you choose 
or are able to get around, where you live, your income or your 
age. We will make the best possible use of our valuable land 
that is dedicated to roads, parking and trails. While driving 
will continue to be an easy way to travel, other modes will be 
safe, enjoyable, convenient and practical. There is a strong 
correlation between providing the right kind of infrastructure 
and expanding peoples’ transportation choices.

4.2

Key Facts

Mode split–commute to work 
(2016):

3% BICYCLE
Average Commute

15.7 mins
2% OTHER
Average Commute

22.7 mins

10% WALKING
Average Commute

14.7 mins

1% PUBLIC TRANSIT
Average Commute

24.6 mins

1% MOTORCYCLE
or SCOOTER

Average Commute
14.4 mins

83% CAR, TRUCK 
or VAN

Average Commute
15.8 mins

The following City of Penticton 
plans guide transportation planning 
and decisions: 
Ѭ� 9WFSXUTWYFYNTS�2FXYJW�5QFS
Ѭ� (TRUWJMJSXN[J�)J[JQTURJSY�5QFS
Ѭ� 'NH^HQJ�5QFS
Ѭ� 8YWFYJLNH�8NIJ\FQP�5WNTWNY^�5QFS
Ѭ� 9WZHP�7TZYJ�5QFS
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4.2.1 Complete Transportation Approach
Goal
Create and manage a safe transportation system that supports all ages, abilities, and modes 
of mobility, helps meet environmental objectives, and uses infrastructure responsibly.

Policies
�������  Undertake a comprehensive update of the Transportation Master Plan in 2020 

guided by the transportation priorities and objectives in this Official Community 
Plan.

�������  Prioritize design, investment and renewal of transportation infrastructure in urban  
and suburban areas according to the following hierarchy:

�������  Design streets for daily traffic volumes rather than seasonal peak volumes when 
building or renewing roads. Recognize that some congestion will occur as  we 
grow and during peak volume times, but mitigate this through investments in   
sustainable transportation options like transit, bike routes, sidewalks and trails.

�������  Reduce road widths in existing rights-of-way to create spaces that support 
walking, biking and transit, to increase adjacent green space and to reduce asset  
management costs.

�������  Create ‘complete streets’ (designed for everyone) in suitable areas that provide 
safe and comfortable mobility (i.e., allow for access, movement and crossing) for 
all users: pedestrians, cyclists, drivers, commercial vehicle operators and transit 
users.

�������  Create a multi-use pathway (cycling, walking, mobility scooters) within city limits 
connecting Skaha Lake and Lake Okanagan that is separated from motorized 
traffic, has minimal grade changes, and has connections to key destinations (e.g., 
schools, destination parks, trails and shopping areas).

�������  Promote walking, cycling and transit use through strategic land use planning that  
facilitates denser, attractive, mixed-use communities that are rich in amenities.

�������  Prioritize municipal investment in improving the transportation system in the 
downtown, including trails and links to key community nodes.

�������  Plan for lane-ways in new neighbourhoods, where possible, to improve the public 
realm on the street and for access to carriage houses and rear-facing units, 
garages and driveways, and to facilitate servicing and waste pickup.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

Walking, Wheelchairs, Mobility Scooters 
Biking 

Transit 
Goods Movement 

Multiple-Occupant Vehicles 
Single-Occupant Vehicles
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4.2.2 Walking
Goal
Ensure that residents and workers throughout Penticton have the opportunity to walk to 
parks, schools, shopping, employment and other destinations in safety and comfort.

Policies
�������  Ensure that pedestrian safety and accessibility is considered a key priority when   

making transportation decisions in the Downtown.
�������  Address gaps in the pedestrian network by providing sidewalks on at least one side 

of the street in residential neighbourhoods, and commercial and mixed-use areas, 
using excess street rights-of-way where possible or through land acquisition if 
necessary. Where possible, provide sidewalks by requiring their construction or 
upgrades from developers.

�������  Enhance and expand the trail and pathway network through capital funding for 
upgrades, land acquisition, wayfinding, public art, safe street crossings, and by 
connecting existing trail systems and establishing trail linkages in and through 
new neighbourhoods.

�������  Undertake a corridor plan that includes cross-sections and specifications that will  
result in improved pedestrian safety and comfort by:

 » GZKKJWNSL�XNIJ\FQPX�KWTR�YWFKܪH�YMWTZLM�GTZQJ[FWIX��QFSIXHFUNSL��GNPJX�QFSJX�TW�UFWPNSL
 » creating safe crossings by maximizing visibility (using lighting, paint and materials) and 

shortening crossing distances (extending curbs into the street right of way) 
 » planting suitable street trees to create canopy coverage
 » minimizing driveway crossings
 » providing street lighting and street furniture (e.g., benches) where appropriate.

�������  Require that vehicle access to parking in residential areas is from the laneway in   
neighbourhoods where laneways exist.

!
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4.2.3 Cycling
Goal
Develop a connected network of safe and convenient cycling infrastructure that meets the 
needs of recreational riders, casual riders and commuters.

Policies
�������  Renew the Bike Network Master Plan to confirm that it provides safe and direct   

connections for cyclists with all of the following:
 » Schools and Okanagan College
 » Employment centres, and major retail and service areas
 » Downtown
 » Parks and beaches
 » Skaha Lake and Lake Okanagan
 » The KVR Trail and the Okanagan Channel Parkway Trail
 » Hillside and valley-bottom neighbourhoods

�������  Facilitate multi-modal trips by integrating the bicycle network with other modes   
of transportation, especially transit, by providing bike racks on buses, and safe   
and secure bicycle parking.

�������  Partner with the Penticton Indian Band, the Province and the Regional District to 
enhance the multi-modal pathway on the western side of the Channel, and to 
improve connectivity to the rest of the city.

�������  Recognize there are different cycling user groups -recreational riders (including   
children and seniors), commuters, cyclists with trailers, and competitive athletes -  
and design routes and cycling infrastructure accordingly.

�������  Ensure significant components of the bike network are physically separated from  
vehicular traffic through barriers and/or grade changes to encourage cycling and  
protect vulnerable riders.

�������  Install bicycle-specific traffic signals and rider-activated signal push buttons   
where appropriate.

�������  Provide convenient, safe and visible bike lock-up facilities in key destinations   
such as downtown, commercial areas, parks and beaches. Reallocate vehicle   
parking spaces to bicycle parking spaces, where appropriate.

�������  Require adequate levels of secure bike parking in new multi-family, mixed-use   
and commercial development.
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4.2.4 KVR Rails to Trails Network
Goal
Build on the opportunity provided by the former Kettle Valley Railway rail grade to create a 
cycling and walking trail network that connects the region and provides a unique recreational 
and cultural amenity for residents and visitors.

Policies
�������  Partner with the Penticton Indian Band, the Regional District of the Okanagan-

Similkameen, the Province, the Federal Government and the District of Summerland 
to create, maintain and promote a regional rails-to-trails network on the former KVR 
rail grade connecting Naramata, Penticton, Summerland and Okanagan Falls.

�������  Endeavor to integrate cultural, ecological and recreational opportunities into trail   
programming. 

�������  Create a management plan to address erosion and degradation from unregulated  
use.

�������  Explore ways to integrate and promote the KVR trail system with broader regional 
and national initiatives such as the Great Trail (Trans Canada Trail) and the more 
recent Trail of the Okanagans Initiative.

�������  Connect and improve the elements of the KVR rail grade that currently exist in the 
city to provide a safe and attractive trail linkage for cycling and walking between 
the Channel and the Naramata Bench. Prioritize completing the connection 
between the Okanagan Channel Parkway Trail and Cossar Avenue KVR trailhead 
through design and the acquisition of land, easements and rights-of-way.

�������  Work with the Penticton Indian Band and other parties to assess the feasibility 
and construction of a pedestrian and cyclist bridge crossing of the Channel on the 
former KVR rail grade adjacent to Highway 97.

!
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4.2.5 Transit
Goal
Support public transit as a comfortable, affordable, safe and convenient means of local and 
regional transportation.

Policies
�������  Partner with BC Transit to implement the recommendations in the 2015 Transit Future 

Plan and to ensure future updates to that plan align with City priorities and needs.
�������  Encourage land use planning that results in neighbourhoods that can be easily   

serviced by transit.
�������  Explore the feasibility of a Downtown transit hub to provide access to and linkage of 

multiple local and regional routes, plus shelter from the elements and washrooms. 
Facilitate its creation if it is shown to have broad benefits.

�������  Work with BC Transit to improve the frequency of transit service during peak   
times and during night time/early mornings to increase ridership.

�������  Expand local regional transit network coverage to hillside neighbourhoods like   
Sendero Canyon and the Upper Wiltse area.

�������  Encourage transit use by ensuring that good pedestrian infrastructure exists near  
bus routes in residential, employment and commercial areas.

�������  Work with BC Transit to promote technological advances which improve the   
experience of using transit, such as AVL (Automatic Vehicle Location) apps that   
provide real-time reporting on bus locations and schedules, distance to nearby   
bus stops, and on-demand service. Encourage the posting of bus schedules at all  
or most bus stops.

�������  Develop and/or support partnerships and provide leadership to improve and   
expand regional transit options, particularly the Penticton-Kelowna route.

�������  Work with the Penticton Indian Band and government partners to support 
innovative transportation solutions that connect communities and regional assets.

��������  Work with the School District to ensure routes and schedules meet the needs of 
students.
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4.2.6 Goods Movement
Goal
Support the continued growth and success of a thriving industrial and commercial businesses 
G^�JSXZWNSL�YMJ�XFKJ�FSI�JKܪHNJSY�RT[JRJSY�TK�LTTIX�FSI�UWT[NXNTS�TK�XJW[NHJX�NS�5JSYNHYTS�

Policies
�������  Provide direct and safe connections for goods movements and servicing linking   

Highway 97 and industrial areas.
�������  Ensure truck routes are designed for the safety of truck drivers and other street   

users, including pedestrians and cyclists.
�������  Foster public awareness of the importance of goods movement to businesses   

and the economy.
�������  Work with the Penticton Industrial Development Association and industrial 

business owners on a strategy to safely and easily accommodate parking of 
transportation rigs in the Industrial Area during downtimes.

�������  Ensure developments in commercial, high-density residential and mixed-use   
areas are designed with adequate loading zones and access for goods delivery.

!
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4.2.7 Driving
Goal
Ensure that driving is safe for both drivers and other users of the road.

Policies
�������  Design streets so as not to encourage speeds beyond the intended speed limit.

Where speeding is an on-going concern, consider reducing street widths or 
employ other design approaches to encourage lower speeds. Refer to and amend 
the City’s Transportation Safety Policy as necessary.

�������  Explore implementation of best practice design solutions to create safe and 
convenient intersections.

�������  Work with the RCMP to enforce speed limits, particularly around vulnerable users 
such as children and seniors.

�������  Continue to deploy traffic calming measures around parks, schools and other 
areas with reduced speed limits, and monitor outcomes to ensure the measures 
are successful.

�������  Develop incentives or regulations to support the installation of electric vehicle 
charging stations in all new multifamily, commercial and mixed-used developments.

�������  Support the expansion of car share opportunities by encouraging their provision   
in multifamily developments and by allocating dedicated public parking stalls in   
suitable areas.

�������  Create a balanced parking strategy assessing costs and benefits that supports 
businesses while also encouraging active modes of transportation such as 
walking, biking and transit.

�������  Ensure new residential developments provide an appropriate amount of parking   
for residents and their guests.

�������  Undertake a feasibility study for building and operating a parking structure   
(parkade) in a strategic location to meet identified demand for secured parking   
and to potentially free up land currently used for surface parking for other more   
intensive and active uses.
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4.2.8 Airport
Goal
Support the ongoing operation, expansion and service provided by the Penticton Regional 
Airport as a strategic economic driver and essential business service for Penticton.

Policies
�������  Continue to recognize and support the Penticton Regional Airport (YYF) as an   
 important transportation asset for business and residents.
������� Support Federal government investment into Penticton Airport to expand the   
 terminal and airport infrastructure to support airport expansion.
������� Support business and industry expansion in and around airport lands as an   
 economic driver for the region.
������� Work with the City of Penticton’s Economic Development team to promote   
 Penticton Airport as a local and regional asset.
������� Encourage the addition and enhancement of flights in an out of Penticton Airport  
 to support the needs and demands of South Okanagan businesses, resident and   
 tourists.
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